 NS XXX


Geneva, XXX



RE:     EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND 2022 – GRANT ALLOCATION CONFIRMATION LETTER


Dear XXX,

The Joint Commission entrusted with the distribution of the annual income of the Empress Shôken Fund met on XXX and examined your application with great interest, together with applications from XX other National Societies.

We are pleased to inform you that the Joint Commission responded favorably to your request for funding and allocated a sum of CHF XXX (the “Grant”) to XXX (the “National Society”) for the project entitled XXX (the “Project”), with an implementation period of a maximum of 12 months. 


In order to confirm your acceptance of the terms of the Grant and to allow for the transfer of the funds to your National Society, we wish to ask you to kindly:

i) sign the enclosed the Grant Acceptance Letter and to complete the form attached as Annex 5 of the Grant Acceptance Letter, and

ii) to return both documents signed to the Fund Secretariat within 15 days of receipt of the present letter.
 

The Grant Agreement will become effective as of the date of the signature of the Grant Acceptance Letter by a duly authorized representative of your National Society.

Lastly, when submitting your report on the progress of the Project, please include photographs and videos of the programme in-action which we may share with the Government of Japan and the Japanese Red Cross. Photographs and videos are also instrumental in raising awareness and in generating future contributions to the Empress Shôken Fund.

The Joint Commission looks forward to hearing from you and wishes your National Society every success in the implementation of the Project. 


With my best regards,



Hayfa Khalidy
Secretary 



Encl.:	Two copies of the Grant Acceptance Letter and its Annexes




Secretariat of the Joint Commission
of the Empress Shôken Fund
Chemin des Crêts, 17
1209 Petit-Saconnex
Geneva, Switzerland


RE:	EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND [ year] – GRANT ACCEPTANCE LETTER
	GRANT TO THE [ insert name of the NS] NATIONAL SOCIETY


Dear Secretary of the Joint Commission of the Empress Shôken Fund,

We hereby acknowledge receipt of the Grant Allocation Confirmation Letter dated [ insert date of the Grant Allocation Confirmation Letter ] sent to our National Society on behalf of the Joint Commission of the Empress Shôken Fund (the “Joint Commission”) regarding the allocation of the Grant, in an amount of CHF [  ], to support the Project (as these terms are defined in the Grant Allocation Confirmation Letter), with an implementation period of a maximum of [  ] months (the “Project Implementation Period”). The list of activities and budget for the Project are attached in Annex 1 to this Grant Acceptance Letter.


By signing of this letter, our National Society hereby acknowledges the following:

1. The Grant is subject to the Regulations for the Empress Shôken Fund, which are attached in Annex 2 to this Grant Acceptance Letter.

2. Pursuant to the Regulations for the Empress Shôken Fund, our National Society will provide a full narrative and financial report on the progress of the Project to the Joint Commission within 12 months after receipt of the funds, in compliance with the Project report form attached herewith in Annex 3 (the “Project Report Form”). 

3. Our National Society undertakes to comply with the Empress Shôken Fund Grant Terms and Conditions attached in Annex 4 to this letter (the “Grant Terms and Conditions).

4. The Grant Agreement (as defined in the Grant Terms and Conditions) will become effective as of the date of signature of this Grant Acceptance Letter by a duly authorized representative of our National Society.


[image: ]
[image: ]
Therefore, I, the undersigned, acting on behalf of the National Society, hereby confirm acceptance of the Grant and the National Society’s commitment to abide by the Regulations for the Empress Shôken Fund and the Grant Terms and Conditions in accordance with the terms of this Grant Acceptance Letter
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__________________________ 

[ name of NS] National Society


Name:	 ___________________________
	(please complete in capital letters)


Title:	___________________________
	(please complete in capital letters)


Date:		_________________________
	



	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	National Society:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Project Title: 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority Area
	Expected results and activities
	Q1
	Q2 
	Q3
	Q4
	Total Budget (CHF)
	 
	 
	 

	Area 1
	Expected Result (provide short description):
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	Sub-Total
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	Area 2
	Expected Result (provide short description):
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	Sub-Total
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	Area 3
	Expected Result (provide short description):
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Activity:
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	Sub-Total
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	Total Budget (CHF) 
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	                       -   
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	* Please add additional lines to list the corresponding budget figures if there are more than 3 result areas, or more than 3 activities per expected result 
	 


ANNEX 1

PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND BANNEX 2

REGULATIONS FOR THE EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND 
 
(Approved by the Sixteenth International Conference of the Red Cross, London 1938, and revised by the Nineteenth International Conference, New Delhi 1957, the Twenty-fifth International Conference, Geneva 1986, the Council of Delegates, Budapest 1991, the Twenty-seventh International Conference, Geneva, 1999, the Twenty-eighth International Conference, Geneva 2003, the Council of Delegates, Seoul 2005 and Geneva 2015)
 
 
Article 1 - The sum of 100,000 yen in Japanese gold presented by H.M. The Empress of Japan to the International Red Cross on the occasion of the Ninth International Conference (Washington, 1912) to promote "relief work in time of peace", was increased to 200,000 yen by a further gift of 100,000 yen from their Majesties The Empress and The Dowager Empress of Japan, on the occasion of the Fifteenth International Conference, (Tokyo, 1934). The Fund was further increased by a gift of 3,600,000 yen from H.M. The Empress of Japan, on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary in 1963, and by successive contributions from the Government of Japan since 1966, and from the Japanese Red Cross Society. This fund shall be entitled: "The Empress Shôken Fund".
 
 
Article 2 - The Fund shall be administered, and its revenues distributed by a Joint Commission of six members chosen in their personal capacity. The Joint Commission shall be composed equally of three members appointed by the International Committee of the Red Cross and three by the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies; the quorum shall be four. The Chairman of the Joint Commission shall be on a permanent basis one of the representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross whereas the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies shall provide the Joint Commission's Secretariat. The Joint Commission shall meet at Geneva, in principle at the headquarters of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.
 

Article 3 - The capital of the Fund as well as subsequent donations and contributions shall remain intact. The reserve for loss on investment has to be kept at adequate level (up to 20% of total assets) through donations, interest and capital gains. Only revenues provided by interest and capital gains may be used for allocations awarded by the Joint Commission to meet all or part of the cost of the activities enumerated below:
 
(a)	Disaster preparedness
(b)	Activities in the field of health
(c)	Blood transfusion services
(d)	Youth activities
(e)	First aid and rescue programs
(f)	Activities in the field of social welfare
(g)	Dissemination of the humanitarian ideals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
(h)	Such other programs of general interest for the development of the activities of the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.



Article 4    - National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies wishing to receive an allocation shall make the necessary application through their Central Committees to the Secretariat of the Joint Commission before 31 December of the year preceding that in which the allocations are to be made. Applications shall be supported by full details concerning the particular activity selected from among those specified in Article 3 above.
 
 
Article 5    - The Joint Commission shall examine the applications mentioned in the previous Article and shall make such allocations as it considers just and suitable. It shall each year communicate the decisions it has taken to National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.
 
 
Article 6 - National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies which feel obliged by circumstances to put the allocations received to uses other than those specified in their applications for grants under Article 4 must ask for the Joint Commission's approval before doing so.
 
 
Article 7    - National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies shall send to the Joint Commission, not later than twelve months after receipt of the allocations, a report on the use of the allocations received.
 
 
Article 8 - The announcement of distribution shall take place each year on 11 April, the anniversary of the death of H.M. The Empress Shôken.
 
 
Article 9    - A sum which shall not exceed CHF 50,000 shall be set aside to cover the cost of administering the Fund and of assisting the National Societies concerned in the realization of their projects.
 
 
Article 10  - The Joint Commission shall present to each Council of Delegates of the Red Cross and Red Crescent a report on the current financial situation of the Fund, the allocations which have been made since the preceding Council and the use made of those allocations by National Societies. The Council of Delegates shall transmit this report to the Japanese Imperial Family through the intermediary of the Japanese Red Cross Society.




ANNEX 3

PROJECT REPORT FORM

Please return the report in electronic copy to esf.secretariat@ifrc.org no later than 12 months after receipt of the allocation.
In addition to this form, we welcome photographs, short videos and any other material for the following purposes:
· illustrating the progress and outcomes of your project
· highlighting any learning derived from the project, especially learning that you are applying or that may be of value to other National Societies
· anything else you would like to show about your project

This material may be used in communications by the Fund, including public communications such as the Fund’s web site. Please ensure you have any necessary authorization from individuals appearing in this material.

	1. [bookmark: _Hlk17362489]Name of applicant National Society

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	2. Red Cross/Red Crescent official preparing the application

	Name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	3. [bookmark: _Hlk17362535]Title of project 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	4. Total amount of grant in CHF 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	5. Total amount spent in CHF *(if total amount spent is different to total amount of grant, please contact the ESF Secretariat)

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	6. Report date

	Click or tap here to enter text.

	7. [bookmark: _Hlk20468942]What was the impact of your project? What changed as a result of the project?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	8. What changed within your National Society as a result of carrying out the project?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	9. What assumptions had you made in planning your project, and how were they challenged?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	10. Did you have to change anything in your plan? If so, what changed, and why?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	11. What did you learn in carrying out this project?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	12. If you were to carry out this project again, what would you do differently and why? What advice would you give to others planning to do something similar?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	13. What was the scale of your project? How many people and communities were helped, affected, involved, etc.? Refer to your original plan; if the planned scale was different from the actual scale, why did that happen?

	Click or tap here to enter text.






ANNEX 4

EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND GRANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS




These Empress Shôken Fund grant terms and conditions (the “Terms and Conditions”) apply to the grant agreement (the “Grant Agreement”) entered into between the National Society and the Empress Shôken Fund, represented by the Secretariat of its Joint Commission, (the “Fund”), by the signature of a grant acceptance letter (the “Grant Acceptance Letter”), regarding the Grant allocated to the National Society for the implementation of the Project.

Capitalized terms used but not defined in these Terms and Conditions shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the Grant Acceptance Letter.

In these Terms and Conditions:

(i) Unless expressly specified otherwise, any reference to “the Fund” means the Fund represented by the Secretariat of its Joint Commission, and
(ii) the National Society and the Fund shall be together referred to as the “Parties” and individually as a “Party”.

I.	General

1. The Grant Agreement, which is composed of the Grant Acceptance Letter and its Annexes, shall enter into force on the date of signature of the Grant Acceptance Letter by the National Society (the “Effective Date”) and shall end on the earliest of (i) the date falling 3 months following the Project completion date and (ii) the date falling 3 month following the Project Implementation End Date (the “Term”), unless extended by mutual agreement of the Parties.

2. The Project Implementation Period shall start on the date of receipt of Grant funds by the National Society and end on the expiry of the period specified in the Grant Acceptance Letter (the “Project Implementation End Date”). 

3. The National Society undertakes to comply with the Regulations for the Empress Shôken Fund, approved by the Sixteenth International Conference of the Red Cross, London 1938, and revised by the Nineteenth International Conference, New Delhi 1957, the Twenty-fifth International Conference, Geneva 1986, the Council of Delegates, Budapest 1991, the Twenty-seventh International Conference, Geneva, 1999, the Twenty-eighth International Conference, Geneva 2003, the Council of Delegates, Seoul 2005 and Geneva 2015.

4. The National Society agrees to carry out its responsibilities in accordance with the provisions of these Terms and Conditions.  The National Society further agrees to implement the Project with the requisite degree of care, efficiency, transparency and diligence as required by best practice in the field, and to use its best efforts to ensure the highest service and accountability to relevant stakeholders.

5. The National Society recognizes that all activities carried out pursuant to this Agreement must be consistent with the Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and with the rules and policies adopted by Statutory Meetings of the Movement, and all applicable domestic and international laws and regulations.


II.	The Grant

6. The Fund hereby agrees to provide to the National Society the Grant to cover the costs associated with the implementation of the Project as described in Annex 1 to the Grant Acceptance Letter and subject to these Terms and Conditions.

7. The amount of Grant funds allocated to the National Society under the Grant Acceptance Letter shall be transferred to the National Society bank account indicated in Annex 5 of the Grant Acceptance letter within 30 days of the receipt by the Fund of the Grant Acceptance Letter duly countersigned by the National Society.

8. The transfer of Grant funds to the National Society shall be made in Swiss Francs (CHF) or in the equivalent amount of euros (EUR) or US dollars (USD) based on the applicable exchange rate on the transfer date. For the avoidance of doubt, the Fund shall not be liable for, nor bear any foreign exchange risk in connection with such transfer, nor the Grant.

9. The National Society will promptly confirm the receipt of the bank transfer by email to the Fund, stating the amount received, currency, date received and bank account number.

10. Grant funds may be used only in accordance with the Project budget set out in Annex 1 of the Grant Acceptance Letter (the “Project Budget”) and for expenditures that are necessary or desirable for implementing the Project.

11. If the National Society feels obliged to use Grant funds for purposes other than those specified in the Project Budget, the National Society shall request the prior approval of the Fund’s Joint Commission.

12. Grant funds which are not claimed or remain unused by the National Society within 12 months following the date of signature of the grant allocation confirmation letter issued by the Fund may be withdrawn by the Fund. Any Grant funds already disbursed to the National Society but that remain unused, shall be promptly returned by the National Society to the bank account indicated by the Fund in writing.

13. The difference between the amount of Grant funds specified in the Grant Acceptance Letter and the amount of actual expenditure spent by the National Society to implement the Project in accordance with the Project Budget shall, upon the expiry or termination of the Grant Agreement, be promptly returned by the National Society to the bank account indicated by the Fund in writing.

III.	Mandatory Reporting

14. The National Society shall submit to the Joint Commission of the Fund, not later than twelve months after receipt of the Grant funds, a report on the use of the funds received complying with the Project Report Form. In the case of Projects with a Project Implementation Period exceeding 9 months, the National Society may request from the Fund an authorization to submit such report within a maximum of three months following the Project Implementation End Date.

IV	Changes to the Grant

15. The Fund may suspend, reduce or cancel the Grant if the National Society fails to comply with any of these terms and conditions, including but not limited to:
(i) Failure to submit acceptable and timely Project reports as set out in article 14 
(ii) Spending Grant funds otherwise than in accordance with the Project Budget,
(iii) Engaging in fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest or other misuse of Grant funds,
(iv) Failure to comply with any of the obligations provided for in section XI (“Protection”).

16. Pursuant to the terms of section X (“Reimbursement”), the Fund may request a reimbursement of Grant funds if the National Society fails to comply with any of these terms and conditions, including but not limited to in the cases mentioned in article 15 (i) to (iv) above.



V.	Cost Eligibility

17. To be considered eligible as direct costs of the Project, costs must satisfy the following general criteria:
(i) they must derive directly from the Grant Agreement or be necessary and reasonable for the implementation of the Project;
(ii) they must be actual costs and comply with the principles of sound financial management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency;
(iii) they must be committed during the Term, with the exception of costs relating to the winding-up of the Project, and expenditure committed before the signature of the Grant Acceptance Letter, which the Fund has agreed in writing can be included;
(iv) they must be identifiable, in particular being recorded in the accounting records of the National Society, determined according to the usual cost-accounting practices of the National Society;
(v) they must be backed by original supporting evidence (as the case may be in electronic form) and verifiable, to be consistent with the principles of transparency and equal treatment; and
(vi) they must comply with the applicable requirements of tax and social legislation.

VI.	Records


18. The National Society shall maintain and properly archive accurate and regular records and accounts detailing all income and expenditures, and all other documents necessary to verify the implementation of the Project in accordance with the Grant Agreement and to ensure at all times a sufficiently detailed audit trail. The National Society shall make available such records and documents upon request of the Fund.

VII.	Audits

19. The National Society shall ensure that the Grant and all transactions related to it are included in the scope of the annual external audit of its financial statements, which shall be performed by qualified and independent auditors. The National Society will provide to the Fund, upon request, the relevant audit reports and management letter

20. The Fund reserves the right, at its discretion, to perform audits or financial reviews (including on the spot checks) so as to ensure the accountability of Grant funds received.  The National Society shall facilitate the audits or financial reviews and shall provide access to and make available without restriction all relevant financial and operational information, as well as certified statements of account, relating to the Project to persons so designated by the Fund and provide satisfactory explanations to all queries arising in connection therewith.

21. The right to perform audits or financial reviews applies during the Term and for a period of eight (8) years after the end of the Term.
[bookmark: _Ref412194581]
VIII.	Procurement

22. The National Society shall ensure that as a minimum, contracts for goods and services shall be awarded on a transparent and competitive basis and contracts shall be awarded only to responsible contractors that possess the demonstrated ability to successfully perform the contracts and that in general, contracts in excess of CHF 1,000 be awarded only after inviting and assessing at least three competitive bids or quotations.

23. As the case may be, the National Society may request the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (the “Federation”), and the Federation may agree, to proceed with the purchase of certain assets under the Grant on behalf of the National Society in accordance with the Federation procurement policies and rules.

24. The National Society shall maintain records documenting in detail the tendering, contracting, receipt and use of goods and services acquired under the Grant Agreement.

25. The National Society assumes full responsibility for any other parties and/or service providers it engages in connection with the implementation of the Project.

26. All goods and services financed by Grant funds (whether purchased, rented or leased) must, unless otherwise agreed by the Federation in writing, be devoted to the Project until the lawful completion or termination of the Project.  Upon completion of the Project, subject to applicable laws, the National Society shall retain ownership of all goods financed by Grant funds which shall only be used to fulfil its mandate, unless agreed otherwise by the Fund.

IX.	Internal control, fraud and corruption prevention

27. The National Society shall maintain appropriate standards of conduct and control mechanisms to minimize the risk of conflicts of interest, fraudulent or corrupt conduct or other misuse of funds. The standards of conduct shall govern the performance of National Society personnel, consultants, interns and volunteers engaged in the award and administration of contracts, grants, or other benefits in relation to the Project and its implementation. 

28. The National Society shall ensure that its contractors, suppliers, and any other third parties involved in the Project are bound by the same appropriate standards of conduct.

29. The National Society commits not to:
(i) offer or accept, either directly or indirectly, as an inducement or reward in relation to the execution of the Grant Agreement, any kind of offer, gift, payment or benefit, which would or could be construed as an illegal or corrupt practice; and
(ii) otherwise engage in any fraudulent or corrupt practices in relation to activities undertaken pursuant to the Grant Agreement.

30. Where there is a credible allegation of conflict of interest, fraud, corruption, or misuse of resources, the National Society shall make full disclosure of the allegation to the Fund, in accordance with the principles of transparency and accountability.

31. The National Society, in consultation with the Fund, shall investigate and take appropriate and timely action, including preventative and remedial measures, in response to any credible allegation of conflict of interest, fraud, corruption or misuse of resources, in accordance with applicable rules, regulations, policies and laws.

32. In the event that the National Society fails to investigate at its own cost, or if the Fund otherwise decides, the National Society hereby agrees that the Fund may commission an investigation, and, in this event the National Society shall provide to the Fund or any of its designated representative or agent, access to all relevant documents, records and personnel.

33. In addition to any other termination rights provided for in these Terms and Conditions, the Fund shall have the right to immediately terminate the Grant Agreement in force in the event that fraud, corruption or misuse of resources is established.  The Fund shall decide whether to exercise this right to terminate, taking into account the magnitude of the fraud, corruption or misuse of resources and the National Society’s reaction to it.

34. The National Society shall reimburse to the Funds any funds which are found to have been misused or not satisfactorily accounted for, without prejudice to any other remedies available to the Fund.  

35. In case of suspected criminal activity, the Fund reserves the right to inform the relevant law enforcement authorities.


X.	Reimbursement

36. If, at any time during or after the Term of the Grant Agreement, the Fund determines that all or part of Grant funds have been expended for purposes not in accordance with the terms of the Grant  Agreement, then the Fund shall be entitled to request from the National Society the reimbursement of the relevant amount. 

37. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, situations in which the Fund may request the reimbursement of Grant Funds include:
(i) where Grant funds have been spent otherwise than in accordance with the Project Budget;
(ii) where the National Society has failed to submit an acceptable and timely Project report; or
(iii) where the National Society has engaged in fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest or other misuse of funds.

38. The right to require a reimbursement of Grant funds in accordance with this section shall continue, notwithstanding any other provision of these terms and conditions, for eight (8) years from the date of termination of the Grant Agreement. 

XI.	Protection

39. The National Society shall protect the vulnerable populations with which it will work in implementing the Grant Agreement, including protection from sexual exploitation and abuse.
 
40. The National Society shall adhere and ensure adherence to the principles expressed in sections 17 to 20 of the Code of Conduct of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (the “Federation”) which concern protection from sexual abuse and exploitation[footnoteRef:2] and sections 3.1 to 3.5 of the Federation’s Child Protection Policy[footnoteRef:3], and shall investigate and take immediate and effective action, following fair and proper procedures, should the National Society have reason to believe that any personnel or any of the National Society’s activities funded by the Grant Agreement may be in breach of this section.  [2:  Available at: https://fednet.ifrc.org/PageFiles/85498/Staff%20Code%20of%20Conduct%202007.pdf]  [3:  Available at :  https://fednet.ifrc.org/en/ourifrc/about-the-federation/ppp/child-protection-policy/
] 


41. The National Society acknowledges that the Grant Agreement may be terminated where there has been a breach of this section; and that the Fund may request audits or other measures to verify compliance with this section.

XII.	Relationship between the Parties and Responsibility

42. Each of the Parties retains control over their names, emblems and logos in accordance with applicable international and national law and their respective rules and regulations.  Neither Party is authorized under this Grant Agreement to make use of the other Party’s name, emblem or logo, except as separately agreed in writing by the Parties.

43. So as to contribute to the public positioning and identity of the Empress Shôken Fund, the National Society shall endeavor to coordinate any public communication about the Grant and the implementation of the funded Project in advance with the Secretariat of the Fund’s Joint Commission.

44. The Project shall not be construed as a legal partnership or joint venture between the Parties. Each Party retains full responsibility for its acts and omissions and those of its agents, personnel and any consultants or contractors engaged by it, whether related to the execution of the Project or not. 

45. The National Society shall be solely responsible for complying with applicable national and international laws and regulations, and for dealing with claims by third parties arising from its implementation of the Grant Agreement.


XIII.	Termination by the Fund

46. The Fund may immediately terminate the Grant Agreement if the National Society does anything which in the reasonable opinion of the Fund brings, or is reasonably likely to bring, the Fund or its name or logo into dispute or disrepute in any way whatsoever.

XIV.	Force Majeure

47. If, at any time during the course of the Project, it becomes impossible for the National Society to perform any or all of their obligations for reasons of Force Majeure the National Society shall give to the Fund notice and full particulars in writing of such occurrence.
  
48. The Parties shall consult on the appropriate action to be taken, which may include suspension or cancellation of the Project or the relief of the Party from such obligations as long as Force Majeure persists. 

49. Force Majeure shall mean any event or condition, not existing as of the date of signature of this Agreement, not reasonably foreseeable as of such date and not reasonably within the control of either Party, which prevents in whole or in material part the performance of the obligations under this Agreement. Without limiting the foregoing, the following shall constitute events or conditions of Force Majeure: acts of State or, governmental action, riots, disturbance, war, strikes, lockouts, slowdowns, prolonged shortage of energy supplies, epidemics, fire, flood, hurricane, typhoon, earthquake, lightning and explosion.  

XV.	Dispute Resolution

50. Any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Grant Agreement, or the breach, termination or invalidity thereof, shall be amicably settled by the Parties. 

51. Failing amicable settlement between the Parties within one (1) month, such dispute, controversy or claim shall be settled by arbitration to the exclusion of the jurisdiction of local courts.

52. The arbitration shall be held in accordance with the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) arbitration rules as at present in force of which the Parties have taken due notice. The place of arbitration shall be Geneva, Switzerland, and the language to be used in the arbitral proceedings shall be English. The arbitral tribunal shall have no authority to award punitive damages.  The arbitral award shall be binding and final.

XVI.	Amendment

53. No addition or modification of the Grant Agreement shall be effective or binding on either of the Parties unless agreed to in writing and executed by the respective duly authorised representatives of each Party.

XVII.	Notices

54. Any notice, request, demand, consent or other communication which is required or permitted hereunder shall be in writing and shall be deemed given only if delivered personally or sent by electronic mail or by registered mail such addresses, email addresses and fax numbers of which the Parties may notify each other in writing.

XVIII.	Entire Agreement

55. The Grant Agreement and all annexures thereto, including these Terms and Conditions, form a binding and enforceable agreement.
56. The Grant Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the Parties in relation to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior agreements and understandings, oral or written, relating to the subject matter of this Grant Agreement.

XIX.	Governing Law

57. This Agreement shall be governed, construed, and enforced in accordance with the laws of Switzerland. 
(vii) 


ANNEX 5

BANK ACCOUNT INFORMATION

All Grant payments will be deposited into the National Society’s account detailed as follows:

Account Name[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The name or title under which the account has been opened and not the name of the authorized agent] 

	Account Name
	


	Address
	


	


	Town City
	


	Country 
	




Bank 
	Bank name
	


	Branch Address
	


	


	Town City
	


	Country

	

	Account Number

	

	Account Currency (EUR, USD or CHF)
	

	Swift

	

	IBAN [footnoteRef:5] [5:  if the IBAN Code (International Bank account number) is applied in the country where your bank is situated] 
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